
 

Newsletter - February 2024 
Dear Parents and Carers 

We are almost at the end of another half term, and the weeks since the start of term are flying by, 

despite January feeling like a really long month.  February half term is the half way point of the 

school year which does not quite seem possible either.   

This half term has been filled with activities, from visits from Dorking Library staff, Forest School for 

the 2-3s and 3-5s children, Coffee mornings for parents and not forgetting the visit from BBC 

Children in Need's very own Pudsey Bear on Friday last week. We have also welcomed some new 

families to our school this term and now have a total of 101 children altogether. 

We are also aiming to get the National Eco Schools Award Green Flag this year. Lisa, Nicky and Sue 

are working hard behind the scenes on this project. This week, our mini Eco-warriors helped to care 

for our grounds - what a great job they did. See image below.  



Don't forget to make a note of all the important dates listed below and do always check the website.  

We are closed this Friday 9th February for an INSET Day, this was published on our website last term 

and in the update sent in October 2023.  

Please note, as a maintained Surrey school, we operate term time only and follow Surrey's term 

dates. To access these on Surrey County Council website - click here1.  

If at any time you need to talk to your child's key person, or a member of staff, do let us know. 

However, please note, your child's key person may not be able to talk to you at drop off and pick up, 

as they are in ratios and with the children, but we can make arrangements for a mutually convenient 

time.  Alternatively, email the office admin@dorking.surrey.sch.uk or call us on 01306 882397 and 

leave a message for the member of staff.  

Thank you to everyone who completed our feedback survey in December.  The feedback will really 

help us to ensure our induction and settling in processes work for our families. We have summarised 

this feedback and written our response. To read the full summary, please visit the website on the link 

here2. I have shared your quotes throughout the newsletter.  

Don't forget to follow us on social media - Facebook, Twitter ('X') and Instagram  - you can search for 

us @dorkingnurseryschool.  

Settling in was "... tailored to each child and family and was very 

gentle and effective”. 

 

Attendance and sickness 

We have had high numbers of child and staff absence in the last month due to winter viruses.  

Although attendance at school is really important it is also key not to send your child to school if they 

have something that could be passed on to other children and staff, some of whom are vulnerable.  I 

have to ensure there are sufficient adults in each class on a daily basis to open and if it falls below 

this, we may have to enforce an emergency closure.   

 
1https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates#year2023 
2https://www.dorkingnurseryschool.co.uk/document/parent-feedback-about-induction-dns-2023 



If you have given your child Calpol or other over the counter medicine/paracetamol, they are not 

well enough for school and should not be attending. We can only administer prescribed medicines.  

We will continue to follow up on all absence, therefore if you know your child will not be in for any 

reason, please call and let the office know dates of absence and the reason. We will always ask the 

specific reason for absence, so that we can monitor any contagious or infectious illnesses that we 

need to let others know about. This is to safeguard everyone, so please do not be offended if we ask.   

We follow all guidance from the NHS, Department for Education and UKHSA (UK Health Security 

Agency) for incubation periods and illnesses.  Some useful current guidance from the NHS has been 

shared with schools - so do take a moment to read this.  

"It is usually appropriate for parents and carers to send their children to school with mild respiratory 

illnesses. This would include general cold symptoms: a minor cough, runny nose or sore throat. 

However, children should not be sent to school if they have a temperature of 38°C or above". 

We would encourage all parents to read the following guidance from the NHS; NHS ‘Is my child too ill 

for school?’ guidance3  

“I really thank the whole nursery for how the settling in sessions went. 

My child has just come on leaps and bounds and the staff are just as 

supportive to the parents as they are with the children. The team 

should be so proud of themselves and I hope they truly realise how 

incredible they are. Thank you”! 

 
 

3https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 



Important reminders 

Bags - please do not send your child to nursery with any foods or drink in their bag. We provide all 

snacks and water/milk is available. This is because some children have specific allergies and it is not 

unusual for a 3 year old to accidently go into the bag of another child.  Please help us to safeguard all 

children. 

Parking - there is no onsite parking at Dorking Nursery School unless you have requested and been 

issued with a parking permit. Permits are allocated to parents and/or children with specific needs 

and disabilities.   

For those parents who have been issued with a permit, there is no guarantee of a space at any time, 

you may have to be patient and wait.  These are not to be used as parking for accessing Dorking 

town centre. If you have a permit, they are for drop off and pick up only.  

There is no parking at Pets Corner or in the residents parking spaces opposite.  

Mobile phones - please remember that no telephones can be used in the classrooms at any time. 

This is to safeguard both children and parents.  We will also not hand over children to parents at pick 

up times if they are talking on their telephones or messaging. 

Donations and payments -all parents have been sent a link to School Money, which is our secure 

system for payments. Please note we are cashless. All payments for sessions, lunches, etc are shared 

with parents through School Money and you will have been sent separate information about this.  

We also ask for a voluntary £10 a term donation to the school to help with the cost of providing 

snacks, Forest School, resources for making play dough etc - this has been entered into every child's 

School Money account and can be paid in one lump sum of £30 or three termly installments of £10. 

Change of address/telephone numbers - please keep us updated if you move house or contact 

numbers change. We need to be able to get hold of you in an emergency, so please do let us know if 

your details change, this includes email addresses, residential addresses and telephone numbers.  

End of session times - there have been many occasions recently where parents and carers have been 

significantly late to collect their child without reason.  Staff are either on breaks, allocated to do a 

lunch duty or attend meetings as soon as sessions end, therefore, late arrival at the end of sessions 

does have an impact on the smooth running of the school. Other settings charge a late collection fee 

which we currently do not, however, this may be a charge we need to enforce if this continues. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation with this.  

Tissues - we kindly ask for a donation of a box of tissues to  help our supplies.  

Code of conduct  - as a Surrey County Council Maintained School, we need to ensure that Dorking 

Nursery School remains a safe place for children, staff and the community. Please note that abusive 

or threatening behaviour will not be tolerated and this could result in such persons being barred 

from the site. 

Clothing - please can we kindly ask that clothes are named so that if taken off, we can return them to 

your child. 



“Dorking Nursery is amazing and has changed mine, my son’s and 

family's life! You guys got him walking at age 3, what more can I say! 

I can’t speak highly enough about this nursery”. 

 

September Admissions for Primary School and Dorking Nursery 

Children due to start school in September 2024 - if your child is due to be attending a mainstream 

primary school in September 2024, applications closed with Surrey County Council on 15th January 

2024.  Parents will be informed of their child's school allocation on 16th April from 5pm.   

If your child is on a SEND school pathway and has an EHCP, then they will start to hear school place 

allocations from 15th February onwards.  

Children who will be in the 3-5s nursery at Dorking Nursery from September 2024 - if your child is 

with us now in the 2-3s, we will confirm all places for the 3-5s in the coming weeks after half term. 

All our places for three years olds in the 3-5s nursery will be offered over five days per week, either 5 

morning sessions, 5 afternoon sessions or full days if parents are entitled to the working eligiblity of 

funding.  If this is the case, parents will need to provide a valid code to enable us to claim this 

funding. More information can be found at the Childcare Choices website4.  

New applications for Dorking Nursery for September 2024 - if you have applied for a younger child 

or know someone who has applied for a place at Dorking Nursery in September 2024, either in our 2-

3s, 3-5s or SEND class, all applications that were recived by the deadline on 15th January are being 

 
4https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 



assessed by the Admissions Committee of the Governing Body and places will be notified in the 

coming weeks.  

“Having tried 2 nurseries before which had very little/ no settling in 

process it was amazing to have the opportunity to take time and go 

at the child’s own pace to ensure they were genuinely happy in the 

setting”. 

 

Changes to funding for two year olds and our 2-3s nursery 

It is likely that you will have seen the media coverage and are aware of the changes to funded 

entitlement for two year olds that was announced in the Spring budget in 2023.  This new offer will 

give entitlements to two year olds whose parents meeting the working criteria. 

From April 2024 all parents who work and meet the critieria will be able to access 15 hours of funded 

entitlement per week, and from September 2025 parents of two year olds will be able to acess 30 

hours of funded entitlement. To check your eligiblity please visit the Childcare Choices website5. Any 

families of two year olds in our 2-3s wishing to use this with us in the summer term this year, will 

need to provide a valid code before 31st March 2024.  

 
5https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 



We will continue to prioritise those children who meet the FEET Funded6 criteria for two year olds. 

At Dorking Nursery, we will be continuing to offer all our funded entitlements over 5 morning, 5 

afternoon or 5 full day sessions.   

From the summer term this year, in order to prepare for these changes we will be opening our 2-3s 

Nursery in the afternoons. Current families will be able to use their 30 hours of funding (if their child 

has turned 3 by 31st March) or pay for extended day sessions if they wish their child to stay all day. 

Please contact the office to enquire for spaces. All those families who have expressed an interest in 

this will be hearing from the office shortly. 

From September 2024, we will be opening our 2-3s Nursery all day, in line with the same offer in the 

3-5s Nursery. We will be offering morning and afternoon sessions, along with the opportunity for 

families to buy an extended day.  

The new funded entitlements and checking what you are eligible for can be confusing, so please just 

ask at the office.  

 

 
6https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/families/childcare/paying/funded-early-education-
for-2-year-olds 



 

“Thank you all for your help and kindness not just to my child but our 

entire family”  

Key dates 

Friday 9th February  - INSET day - Dorking Nursery School closed 

Monday 12th - Friday 16th February - Half term, Dorking Nursery School closed 

Wednesday 21st February - Bag2School - see FOND information and Spring Newsletter7 

Friday 1st March - Spring raffle tickets on sale - see FOND Newsletter8 

Monday 4th March - Book Week and World Book day on Thursday 7th March  

Monday 11th March - Mums and Grandma's Week - more information to follow 

Friday 15th March - Comic Relief Day - wear red and send donations for the local foodbank 

Tuesday 19th March - World recycling day - donations and regifting new items for the Spring raffle 

Friday 22nd March - Raffle Draw 

 
7https://www.dorkingnurseryschool.co.uk/document/fond-spring-newsletter-2024 
8https://www.dorkingnurseryschool.co.uk/document/fond-spring-newsletter-2024 



Thursday 28th March - Last day of spring term for Easter holidays 

 

More dates and news can be found on our website 9 or on our Facebook Page10 or Instagram 

@dorkingnurseryschool 

We follow Surrey County Council term dates, to view these please visit the Surrey Website11.  

 

INSET Days for 2023-24 - Dorking Nursery School closed:- 

• Friday 21st June 2024 

Last day of term in summer 2024:- 

• Wednesday 17th July 2024 

 

A visit from Pudsey Bear! 

Incase you missed it, yes we did have a visit from Pudsey Bear on Friday! Amy from FOND wrote to 

Children in Need back in November to tell them about our donations for the local Food Bank - they 

loved the idea so much of 'Community helping Community', that they returned the thanks with a 

visit of our own! 

Thanks to Amy for organising this and thanks to the BBC! Thank you to all of you who donated! 

 
9https://www.dorkingnurseryschool.co.uk/ 
10https://www.facebook.com/dorkingnurseryschool 
11https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/term-dates#year2021 



“I can’t praise the nursery and it’s amazing staff enough. The care, 

resources and dedication to the children’s learning and wellbeing is 

second to none”. 

Final note 

Finally, thank you for all your continued support! If you have any comments, questions or queries, 

please contact the office. 

Regards 

Donna  

Executive Headteacher 

 


